HISTORY OF THE FAMILY BIBLE OF
JOHN SMITH FORD

BY BOBBY JOE SEALES

While Diane and | were doing research many years ago on my great-grandmother Sarah Sophronia (Ford) Seale
I discovered that Sarah Seale inherited her father’s Bible upon his death. Sarah (Ford) Seale was visiting her
son, James Smith Seale, in Clarendon, Arkansas when she passed away. After the death of James S. Seale this Bible was passed to his
daughter Bertha (Seale) Ferguson and after the death of Bertha the Bible was passed to her daughter
Mildred (Ferguson) Selby. In the late 1970’s Diane, our son Mike, and I visited Mildred in Harlingen, Texas and | saw
the Bible for my first time. | didn’t know it existed or the history of it being passed down. After Mildred’s death the Bible was passed to
her son Joe Robert Selby. | introduced Joe to some of the male descendants of Rev. James Smith Ford and Joe passed it down to them.
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